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Thailand Leads Preparations for the 6th BIMSTEC Summit
On 24 January 2025, Mr. Paisan Rupanichkij, Deputy Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs, met with
Mr. Indra Mani Pandey, Secretary General of BIMSTEC, to discuss Thailand’s role in hosting the 6th BIMSTEC
Summit, scheduled for 2—4 April 2025 in Bangkok. As the lead country for regional connectivity, Thailand
emphasized the importance of finalizing the BIMSTEC Free Trade Agreement (FTA) to strengthen intra—regional
trade and reiterated its commitment to enhancing connectivity between South Asia and Southeast Asia, fostering

cooperation across all dimensions.
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Philippines Assists Filipinos Deported from US

The Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) is prepared to support Filipinos facing deportation
from the US, following stricter immigration policies under President Donald Trump’s administration. So
far, 24 undocumented Filipinos have been deported, with around 80 more undergoing the process.

The government, under President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s directive, will provide reintegration, livelihood

assistance, and other essential services to affected individuals.

aW/Photo: U.S. Department of Defense
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Cabinet Approves Nomination of Wat Phra Mahathat for World Heritage Listing

The Thai Cabinet has approved the nomination of Wat Phra Mahathat Woramahawihan in Nakhon Si
Thammarat for UNESCO World Heritage status. The National Committee Chairperson for the World
Heritage Convention will sign the nomination document, while the Fine Arts Department will revise it
per the World Heritage Center’s recommendations before final Cabinet acknowledgment.

The document must be submitted by February 1, 2025.
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